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« AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, GO YE INTO 
« ALL THE WORLD, AND PREACH THE GOS- 
« PEL TO EVERY CREATURE.” 


| Tur redemption of mankind, by the death 
of the Son of God, is one of the ſublimeſt ex- 
preſſions of infinite wiſdom, The whole ſyſtem 
of Providence, ſince the apoſtacy of Adam, 
both as it affects the ſentiments and practices of 


men, ſeems intended to promote and illuſtrate 
that wonderful deſign. 


The general cuſtom ofall nations, of approach- 


ing the objects of their worſhip by ſacrifice, in- 
dicates a general apprehenſion of the neceſſity of 
ſacrifice, to procure acceptance with the Deity ; 
if not a- conviction of univerſal guilt, and revolt 
from the Creator. This ſentiment, handed 
down from generation to generation amongſt the 


heathen tribes, who were unenlightened by in- 


ſpiration, kept their minds in a manner prepared 

for the exhibition of that grand atonement, 

which in the fulneſs of time was offered by the 

{ſpecial appointment of heaven. What was thus 

darkly apprchended, by the light of nature, or 
KA 2 tradition, 
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tradition, correſponded however with the de- 
termi zation of the Eternal Mind, gradually un- 
folded in the ſacred ſcriptures. 

Ihe prophets, rapt into future times, foreſaw 
the coming of the ſon of man, predicted the 
circumſtances of his life and death; with an ex- 
actnels, which ever muſt impreſs on the candid 
a conviction of their inſpiration; and pointed 
cut the gracious intention of this awful ſacri- 
fice, in a light that rendered it infinitely inter- 
eſtivg, and could not but excite univerſal enqui- 

and attention. 

he rife and fall of nations, according to the 
predictions of he prophets; the divine conduct 
towards his choſen people, in preſerving cor— 
recting, and, for th: ir incorrigibie impiety, diſ- 
perſing them over all the: arth ; and the admi- 
rable coincivence of prophecy and events, in 
many other retpects, in the governmen: of the 
world, confirm the faith of the church, in the 
word of God, recommend the divine revela- 
tion with irreſiſtable evidence to the acceptance 

of the nations, and eventually muſt ſtrike infi- 
_ dclity dumb with confuſion, 

The day hath already come, w hich hath drawn 
all theſe circumſtances into one print, in which 
they ſhine with a ſplendor, which, at length, ſhall 
irradiate the univerle, and ſhed light, and life, 
and joy on all the nations of the earth, 

Jo that day, and to the beneficial purpoſes it 
was intended to promote, our attention is par- 
ticularly invited, in the words now read as the 
ſubject of diſcourſe. 

Spoken at that momentous criſis, when the Son 
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of God, having triumphed over death, was 
about to aſcend to the Father; and conſidered 
as a commiſſion of high dignity and importance, 
entruſted with the firſt meſſengers ot the goſpel, 
and their ſucceſſors, to the end of time; they na- 
turally impreſs tie mind with ſolemnity, and in- 
ſpire an expectation of moſt glorious events, to 
enſue, 
At this period we aſſume a ſtation, whence 
to ſurvey the paſt and future ages of the world. 
Locking back, we bchold a church, riſing as it 
were out of the ruins of human nature, gradual- 
ly extending its bounds, embracing for a long 
time, a con:paratively. {mall number of man- 
kind, experiencing various changes, and yet car- 
ried on, by the care of Providence, in one di- 
rect line, according to the promiſes, to that 
brighter era, which gave the Meſſiah to be a 
Iight to the Gentiles; to whom ſhall be the gath- 
ering of the nations. Downward, we calt our 
eye, along a tract of time, which preſents to 
view, the fame illuſtrious deſign, apparently 
almoſt ſuppreſſed, riſing again from {mall begin- 
nings, {truggling through {cenzs of tumult, op- 
polition, and perſecution, mixed with the fate 
of empires, ſecmingly accelerated, or retarded, 
by the revolutions of this world, yet gradually 
progreſſing to a ſtate of ſplendor and influence, 
which, at length, ſhall encompaſs all the earth, 
and gather all the families of mankind into the 
kingdom of Chriſt. | 
The chief inſtrument by which this is to be 
achieved, is that to which our eye isd.rected in 
the 


- 
-x * 
o * 
Dt 
* K _ 1 A . ae i. ti. a. a tt. Eb 
= 
* 

— 90 


5 
—— — — — ww —— k — 


6 
the words of the text; © Goye into all the world, 
and preach the goſpel to every creature.“ 

The nature and the extent of this commiſſion, 
are the ſubjects which principally attract our at- 
tention in contemplating this paſſage. But as 
your time will not admit of a full diſcuſſion of 
theſe particulars, I ſhall only endeavor, on the 
preſent occaſion, in the firſt place, to point out 
to you, {ome of the leading characteriſtics of that 
goſpel, which Chriſt hath enjoined on his miniſ- 
ters to preach. 

Secondly, offer a few remarks on the extent of 
this injunction: And then proceed to ſome ap- 
plication of the ſubject, 

Firſt: One of the moſt obvious characteriſtics 
of the goſpel, is its authenticity as the word of 
God. The many excellent treatiſes on this ſub- 
ject, which are in the hands of almoſt every one, 
render it leſs neceſſary to enlarge upon it here. 
In an audience of profeſſed believers, it is ſuffi- 
cient to obſerve, that the ſeal of divine autho- 
rity on the ſcriptures, pronounces them worthy 
of all acceptation, demands our ſerious attention 
to them, and ſtrongly indicates our duty to uſe 
the beſt means for ſecuring a pure and unadulter- 
ated interpretation of their ſacred doctrines. In 
the fields of human ſcience, the mind expati- 
ates at pleaſure; purſues or intermits its enqui- 
ries into truth; and forms its own concluſions, 
without deviating from any moral principle: 
But here, every ſentiment eſſential to faith and 
godlineſs is dictated with a preciſion from which 
we mult not depart: Every precept is enjoined 
with an authority which admits of no palliation 
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for neglect or diſobedience: Every promiſe and 
encouragement, to the diſciples of the truth, is 
ſanctioned by a confirmation that leaves no room 
for doubt or diſtruſt: And the whole is enforced 
on principles, and illuſtrated in a ſtyle that ren- 
der ignorance, inattention, and unbelief inex- 
cuſable. | 

Secondly: The goſpel is a perfe&t ſyſtem of 
divine doctrines, There are many circumſtan- 
ces in the ſtate of human nature which have 
ever excited the reſearches of philoſophy, and 
have ever proved as unſearchable to reaton, as 
they appear to be important and intereſting. 
There are alſo ſome phænomena of nature and 
providence, which, half diſcovering ſome of the 
perfections of the Creator and Governor of the 
univerſe, have, through the infirmity of reaton, 
become the ſources of error, idolatry and fiction. 
The calamitics of human lite, the univerſal pre- 
valency of moral evil in the heart and practice 
of mankind, the unequal diſtribution of happi- 
neſs, were, among the moſt lcarned of the hea- 
then world, the ſprings from whence flowed in- 
numerable conjectures, enquiries, diſputations, 


heterogeneous ſyſtems, and contradictory con- 


cluſions. On all theſe ſubjects, we have every 
neceſlary information, in the new teſtament. 
The notions we are there taught to entertainof the 
Deity, are not only agreeable to the firſt princi- 
ples of natural religion, ſuch as the mind muſt 
approve as juſt and rational, but worthy of God, 
and ſuch as exalt him ſufficiently above the com- 
prehenſion of ſinite reaſon, to command the high- 
eſt veneration of his adorable character. The in- 


troduction of moral and natural evil into the 


world 


- 
— 


8 


world is accounted for, in a manner that ſuffici- 
ently vindicates the ways of God to man; the 
apparently unequal diſtributions of Providence, 
are reconciled to the juſtice of the divine nature 
and the guilt, depravity, and wretchedneſs of 
fallen mankind is ſet forth in a light moſt humi- 
liating and affecting. 

In addition to all this, the goſpel further pro- 
claims the Saviour who was appointed before the 
foundation of the world, who was prefigured in an- 
cient ſacrifice, and promiſed by the mouthsof the 
prophets, who appeared at the appointed time, and 
hath purchaſed ſalvation for the faithful by his 
death; it demands our faith in the trinity of per- 
{ons in the godhead, in the union of the divine and 
human natures inthe perſon of Chriſt, and in the 
promiſed reſurrection of the dead; it deſcribes the 
manner of the future judgment, ſhews the nature 
and neceſſity of regeneration and a new birth, un- 
der the power of the holy ſpirit, and aſſures to ev- 
ery humble diſciple of Jeſus, a certain inheritance 
in a future ſtate of glory and immortality. In 
fine, whatever is truly intercſting to mankind, 
whatever can awaken proper ſentiments of de- 
votion, and ſuitable apprchenſions of the Deity, 
whatever can place our condition in the light 
beſt calculated to affect our hearts, to inſpire 
with hope and confidence in the wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs of God, to enforce and encourage 
our repentance and return to. him, is included 
in the goſpel which we are commanded to preach. 

"Thirdly: Another characteriſtic of the goſpel, 
is, that it is a moſt pure and perfect ſyſtem of 
morals, 'Therelativeand ſocial duties which it in- 
culcatcs, are worthy of the divine author of our 

holy 
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holy religion; ſuch as evidently proceed from 
the original nature, conſtitution, and connexions 
of a race of beings, deſcended fromone common 
parent, formed for focial intercourſe, endued 
with rational powers, with mutual dependencies, 
and all deriving their exiſtence and happineſs 
from God himſelf. 

Reaſon itſelf points out to creatures ſo circum- 
ſtanced, the obligations of mntual benevolence 
it demands a generoſity; it applauds a difinter- 
eſtedneſs of ſpirit; and, above all, it ſtrongly 
infers the duty of acknowledging and honoring 
the Creator, in the devout expreſlions of wor- 
ſhip. Lies 

But, chriſtianity ſets theſe duties in 3 light, 
in which uninſpired reaſon never beheld them; 
and cnforces them under the ſanction of a di- 
vine authority, by motives truly worthy of the 
Lord and Lawgiver of the univerſe, and fit to 
impreſs the minds of rational aud immortal 
beings. 

While the philolophy of reaſon taught the 
leſſons of philanthropy, and juſtice, and devo- 
tion, it admitted of revenge; it puffed up the 
mind with high notions of honor and ſelf-import- 
ance; it offered to God a homage, diſhonoring 
to the divine perfections; and in many inſtances 


indulged and promoted a grols licentiouſneſs of 
manners. 


But the morality of chriſtianity teaches us to 


conſider ourſelves ever in the preſence of that 

Omnicient Being, who ſees the ſecret ſprings of 

all our actions; who demands, together with the 

outward expreſſions of devotion, the pure, and 

ſpiritual, and rational worſhip of the heart : who 
3 | enjoins 
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enjoins a love of mankind, as extenſive as the 
human race, as juſt in principle and expreſſion 
towards others as ourſelves; who forbids hatred, 
malice, emulations, wrath, ſeditions, and con- 
tentions; and who is able and juſt to bring all 
men to a future retribution. 

On the whole, the morality of the goſpel in- 
cludes © Whatſoever things are true and ſincere, 
whatſoever thingsare grave and venerable, what- 
ſoever things are righteous and equitable, chaite, 
and pure, friendly and kind, reputable, and 
truly ornamental.“ 

The ſum of theſe obſervations is, that the 
goſpel, bearing the ſtrongeſt evidences of its in- 
ſpiration, is a ſyſtem of divine doctrines and 
precepts, declaring the grace of God to a ſinful 
world, through a crucified Saviour; teaching all 
that is neceſſary to man to know of the being, 
attributes, and perfections of God, and of the 
myſteries of religion; preſcribing the worſhip 
molt acceptable to the Almighty; pointing out 
to men the duties of human nature, in every 
poſſible character, on principles the moſt pare and 
ſublime; and enforcing all theſe obligations on 
conſiderations of infinite weight and import- 
ance. : | 

I come now, in the ſecond place, to offer a 
few remarks, on the extent of the injunction in 
the text, © Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the golpel to every creature.” 

Aud firſt: I would remark, that the correſpon- 
dence of this direction of the great author of our 
religion to its miniſters, with the prophecies and 
promiſes of its univerſal extent and influence inthe 
latter days, ought highly to encourage our faith, in 

the 
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the expectation of that bleſſed period, when 
righteouſneſs and truth ſhall prevail over all the 
earth; and the kingdoms of this world ſhall be- 
come tlie kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt. 
Un favorable as the preſent ſtate of the world ap- 
pears, tor promoting the intereſts of religion, 
there 1s no reaſon to fear the accompliſhment of 
thole promiſes, which foretel its univerſal influ- 


ence on the minds of men. The ignorance, ſu- 


perſtition, and infidelity which overrun ſo great a 
part of the globe, preſent to ſuperficial obſer- 
vers, a dark, a diſcouraging, and myſterious aſ- 
pect; but ſurely that God, who bringeth light 
out ot darkneſs, and order out of confuſion; he 
who hath commanded his miniſters into all the 
world to preach ſalvation to every creature, can 
eaſily clear up theſe perplexing appearances, and 
bring the golpel to the attainment of its entire 
effect. | 

How improbable was it, on every human eal- 
culation, when the promiſe was given to Abra- 
ham, that a great nation, conſtituting the viſi- 
ble church on earth, ſhould grow ap out of his 
poſterity! How unlikely did it appear, when the 
deſcendents of Abraham were oppreſſed in Egypt, 
that they would ever arrive at the poſſeſſion of 
the promiſſed land! When the church ſtill reſid- 
ing in them, ſuffered the viciſſitudes of their 
fortune, and ſunk with them into the diſgrace 
of captivity ; How little proſpect was there, that 
ſhe would again emerge from ſuch a ſtate of de- 
preſſion, and be preſerved till the coming of the 
Meſſiah! And what probability was there, at the 
firſt eſtabliſhment of the new teſtament diſpen- 
ſation, that ever it ſhould extend ſo far, and 
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vanquiſh ſuch ſyſtems of impiety and ſuperſtition, 
as it hath already done! May we not conclude 
that the ſun of righteouſneſs, which hath already 
broken through the thickeſt darkie(s, ſhall gra- 
dually diſpel every remaining cloud, till at length 
it ſhines in all the ſplendor of the perfect day? 

Secondly : "Ihe injunction of Chriit, on his 
miniſters, to preach the goſpel to every creature, 
authoriſes and requires their moſt zealous exerti- 
ons, for the propagation of his kingdom amongſt 
mankind. Many imped ments and obſtacles are 
to be ſurmounted, by the faithful ſervants of 
Chriſt, in yerſueuing men to embrace a religion, 
ſo oppoſed to the prejudices, to the corruptions, 
and to the reigning inclinations of the human 
heart, as chriſtianity is: Aud, generally ſpeak- 
ing, it requires great fortitude to fulfil the duties 
even of a common ſtation, in the goſpel miniſtry. 
But they who have a due regard to the injuncti- 
ons, to the intereſt and honor of their Lord and 
Maſter, will extend their views beyond any com- 
mon ſphere, and, as much as lieth in them, con- 
tribute to ſpread the influence of chriſtianity to 
the utmoſt bounds of the earth. Little can be 
effected by the beſt exertions of any individual; 
but that little, well improved, added to the 
exertions of the many who wiſh the advance- 
ment of piety and virtue in the world, will have 
at leaſt a proportionable influence in promoting 
that ſacred cauſe: And this certainly is the lcaſt 
that is enjoined in our text. 

Thirdly: The injunction in the text; to 
preach the goſpel to every creature, points out 
alſo, how univerſally it is the will of Ch iſt, 
that it ſhould be addreſſed to mankind, 
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At firſt, the Jewiſh nation alone was intruſt- 
ed with the oracles of God, and enjoyed the diſ- 
tinguiſhing privilege of being his peculiar peo- 
ple. The goſpel is ſent with the welcome ti- 
dings of ſalvation to the Gentiles, as well as the 
Jews, and the middle wall of partition is bro» 
ken don. To this circumſtance, probably, 
our text principally adverts, 

But there is another ſenſe, in which it will 
apply, which alſo is of vaſt importance: That 
is, as it is to be addreſſed to men, in every cha- 
racter and ſtation, in every ſtate and condition, 
no one is ſo exalted by the circumſtances of 
opulence, dignity, or power, as to be above its 
diſcipline and reproof; none is ſo wile as not to 
need its inſtructions ; nor are any ſo low and de- 
baſed as to be beneath its encouragements and 
conſolations. For the grace of God which 
bringeth ſalvation; which teacheth us to deny 
ungodlincſs and worldly laſt; to live ſoberly, 
rigliteouſly, and piouſly, in the preſent world 
hath appeared unto all men. 

proceed now to ſome improvement and ap- 
plication of this diſcourſe. And 

Firſt : It appears from what has been ſaid, that 
the goſpel miniſtry, is one of the greateſt bleſſ- 
ings, that ever hath been conferred on man- 
kind, It is the channel, through which, all di- 
vine knowledge is conveyed to men; through 
which, all human ſcience is directed to its pro- 
pereſt ends, and raiſed to its higheſt ſtate of im- 
provement, 

Till the light of a divine revelation ſhone upon 
the Gentiles, how dark and bewildered were 
the minds of their witelt ſages, on the moſt im- 
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portant and intereſting ſubjects! Ignorant of 
God, ignorant of the human conſtitution, ig- 
norant of the origin of the creation, and of the 
ſource of moral and natural evil in the world, of 
courſe they were, and ever mult have remained, 

unacquainted with the true means of human 
happineſs: They ſought it in the ſchools of phi- 
loſophy; in the purſuits of pleaſure; in the tem- 
ples of religion: But what was the reſult of 
their enquiries, their experiments, and devoti- 
on? Dark conjectures, diſappointment, and a 
ſubjection to the baſeſt impoſition. Their dei- 
ties were multiplicd, and ſet in oppoſition to 
one another, to account for the verieties that 
appeared i in the occurances of Providence; their 
rites of worſhip were, frequently, unworthy of 
the rational nature, in many inſtances, too abſurd, 
ſhocking, and impure to bear to be deſcribed ; 
their ideas of a future ſtate, far from being ſa- 
tisfactory, ſeldom cheered them in adverſity, 
ſeldom afforded morives ſufficient to reſtrain 
their vices, or to encourage them in ſtedfaſt vir- 
tue. And beſides, though their higheſt attain- 
ments in knowledge, could but little promote 
either their virtue or happineſs, theſe were con- 
fined to the ſmall number of the moſt learned, 
It is the glory of the goſpel, that, addreſſed 
to all men, where it is preached in its purity 
and power, it ſets free the mind from this ſervil- 
ity and corruption: It, at once, cheers, cn- 
lightens, and reforms the ſoul; gives it an ex- 
alted apprehenſion of God, the one only object 
of religious reverence, directs to the duties he 
requires, and to the worſhip he enjoins; ex- 


plains his providences; ; inſpires with a juſt hope 
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of immortality, through the mediations of the 
Son of God; or warns of an eternal excluſion 
from his preſence, in caſe of diſobedience and 
impenitence. It may be thought that moral vir- 
tue may ſubſiſt, with equal advantage, indepen- 
dent of Chriſtianity; it hath been contended 
that mankind will always proceed upon views, 
and principles, which have more relation to 
preſent things, than to the motives exhibited in 


the new teſtament. Were that true, {till the 


advantage, in point of light and knowledge, 


would be on the ſide of chriſtianity. But it is 


to be aſcribed to an ignorance of the goſpel that 
men ever deſpiſe it: And it may allo be aſcribed 
to their ignorance of its excellency and power, 


that they live in wickedneſs, and hoſtility againſt 


God and one another. Was it not their igno- 
rance of its divine doctrines, that plunged the 
heathen nations into the depths of ſuperſtition, 
cruelty, and injuſtice? Is not a ſimilar igno- 
rance, the ſource of that atheiſm and infidelity, 
tyranny and opprefiion, that to this day, diſ- 
grace the annals of a great part of mankind? 
Whence is it, that the eyes of the world are, 
at this very period, aſtoniſhed at the phænome- 
non of a whole nation, diſſolving the bands of 
religion: Enthuſiaſts for liberty, and equally en- 
thuſiaſts for impiety! Whence is it, that to ſet- 
tle the rights of man on the baſis of juſtice, 
whole empires are drenched in blood, and the 
ſcenes of war protracted to ſatisfy the ambition 
of an aſpiring few? Perhaps it may be ſaid, it is 
the will of Providence thus to {courge the impi- 
ety of the nations. Be it fo: But ſpread the 
knowledge of the goſpel; {end forth enlighten- 
cd 
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ed miniſters of the truth; end as far as their in- 
fluence extends, to uſe the beautiful language of 
prophecy, the wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard ſhall lic down with the kid: 
Let the ſpirit of the goſpel be ungerſtood and pre- 
vail, and it ſhallreſtore peace to all the earth : Men 
ſhall no more hurt, in all God's holy mountain, for 
the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the ſea. 

Thus far we are warranted to ſpeak, of the 
benefits of a goſpel miniſtry to mankind even in 
a temporal view: How much ſuperior is it, in 
the eyes of every real chriſtian, as introducing 
men into the neareſt relation to God, preparing 
them for a future ſtate of glory and immortality, 
and ſecuring to them an cternal inheritance in 
Heaven, 

Secondly : From what hath been ſaid, it ap- 
pears to be an obligation of high importance, on 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, to unite in their 
efforts, for promoting an enlightened goſpel mi- 
niſtry. 

The generous philanthropy of the chriſtian 
temper, points out ſuch efforts as among the 
moſt important, moſt noble, and moſt neceſſary 
expreſſions of chriſtian charity. Who that re- 
Joices in the happineſs, or pities the woes of hu- 
man nature; who that knows the value of im- 
mortal ſouls, and loveshis Redeemer's name, will 
not glow with delire, to ſee the advancement of 
hie kingdom, in the ſalvation of men; and em- 
ploy his beſt endeavours, to be aiding in every 
enterpriſe for that purpoſe, | 

A dilpolition to be forward in ſuch labours-of 
love, on)\right principles, is a good proof of a 

mind 
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mind under the influence of genuine religion: 
Ard while it exhibits a fine example of chriſtian 
benevolence, and promotes the good of numbers, 
perhaps beyond the expectation of any human 
calculation, it is a ſource of the moſt refined 
pleaſure, and ſatisfaction of ſoul, to him who 
feels its influence. 

The boldneſs, the activity, and the perſeve- 
rance of the wicked, in ſpreading every ſpecies 
of vice and corruption, in ſtrengthening the 
ſtrong holds of ſatan, and oppoſing the intereſts 
of -piety and virtue, would be a reproach to 
chriſtians, if they ſuffer themſelves to be out- 
done, as they ſerve a better maſter, and for a 
higher reward. 

While infidelity profanely rears her brazen 
front, and pours forth her ſophiſticated torrents 
of deluſion, it becomes the ſons of piety and re- 
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ligion, to unite in providing for the fuller and 


more extenſive diſplay of goſpel truth, in its na- 
tive luſtre. And permit me to add, that eſta- 
bliſhments for this purpoſe, particularly deſerve 
our attention and encouragement ; becaule, as 
far asthey go, they are the means of carrying into 
effect one of the favorite objects of the Redeem» 
er, in inſtituting the miniſtry of the goſpel; that 
it may be preached to every creature. 

Apply theſe conſiderations, my bretheren, to 
the occaſion of the preſent meeting, and they 
point out to you the high utility, and import- 
_ ance of the deſign which it is intended to promote. 
To aid pious youth, in the acquiſition of a ſtock 
of learning, preparatory for the work of the ſanc- 
tuary, is a moſt acceptable ſervice to our divine 
maſter, as it is perhaps, the greateſt mean in our 
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power, of promoting his cauſe and intereſt inthe 
world. It is not merely a benefit conferred on 
thoſe who firſt receive it; but perhaps on thou- 
ſands who ſhall be profited by their miniſtry ; 
and the good you do this day, may be the laying 
of a foundation of much more, that is to be 
built upon it in days to come, when we ſhall be 
buried in the duſt, 

The firſt fruits of this pious inſtitution, have 
already appeared, and give reaſon to expect here- 
after a joy ful harveſt. Much credit is due to 
the ſociety who are its immediate patrons, for 
the wiſdom and the benevolence of the deſign ; 
and for the propriety with which they conduct 
it. At a time when hoſts of oppoſers ſet them- 
ſelves in array againſt the intereſts of religion, 
when all the arts of ſophiſtry, combined with 
the pride of falſe philoſophy, are employed to 
miſlead the unwary, fiom the paths of truth 
and virtue; when every effort is uſed to render 
the reli gion of the goſpel unfaſhionable, and 
bring it into diſrepute, ſuch an undertaking pro- 
miles to be peculiarly beneficial to mankind; and 
it is the duty of every well-wiſher of the buman 
race, of every friend of ſociety to give it his 
encouragement. At a time when in other coun- 
tries, a general ſpirit of goſpelizing the darken- 
ed corners of the earth prevails, it well becomes 
us to improve an advantage like the preſent, for 
promoting chriſtian knowledge in our own land. 
By ſuch means we may contribute more to the 
national virtue, improvement, and happinels, 
than ever will be effected by the {word of the 
hero, or the policy of the ſtateſman. 

I need not then ſolicit your benefactions; 1 


need 
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eed not urge your liberality—You know the 
importance of the inſtitution which now calls 
for it; and I am perſuaded, that on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, your piety, your benevolence, your re- 
gard for the intereſt of the Redeemer, and your 
love of the {fouls of men, will be brought into 
expreſſion. And may the God of all grace, 
crown this and every other eſtabliſhment, in- 
tended for the promotion of the goſpel, with 
ſucceſs. And to him be glory, dominion, and 
power, forever. Amen. 
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